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ADVERTISEMENT. 


; TW HE reception of the two firſt Editions of 


the following Diſcourle has greatly ex- 
ceeded the expectations of the author. He 
can however aſſert with much truth and fince- 
rity, that though he is far, very far, from be- 


ing indifferent to the public opinion, yet that 


a defire to preſerve thoſe who might be incli- 
ned to peruſe it from a precipice of calamity 
and ruin was his leading and predominant mo- 
tive. To have been inſtrumental in reſcuing 
any one victim from the power and conſequen- 
ces of the habits of Gaming, to have awaken- 


ed in any one inſtance either conjugal, paren- 


tal, or filial affection, in the 3 the pro- 


greſs of this deadly contagion, is of infinitely 


greater importance to him than any judgment 
which may be palſed on its merits as a _ 
ſition. 7 4 0 ' 


Still, however, to the kind and ca con- 


ſtruQion of his readers, as well as to the judg- 


ment of ſome excellent and much eſteemed Bt 
Hed, he owes ſome little explanation upon 


t on which ſome objections, as he under- 


fands, have been made. He is ſuppoſed 'td 


have involved in one common and undiſtin- 
guiſhing cenſure thoſe innocent recreations 
which terminate merely in ſocial amuſement, 
and thole atrocious practices by which the 
formed Gameſter deals havock and ruin around 


him. —To this he can only anſwer, that he has : 


been miſunderſtood—that nothing was farther 
from his intention. He meant not to aſſert 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

that amuſements of this nature where mere re- 
creation properly regulated, is the ſole object, 
were to be univerſally proſeribed; but that ex- 
47 treme care was to be taken Jeſt the ſlenderneſs 
of the partitions which peculiarly in the preſent 
times divide the amuſement of cards from the 
vice of Gaming, might be moſt diſtinctly and 

au fully diſcernible. He has advanced ſuch 
leading eRINCIPLES upon this ſubject as he is 
aſſured are inconteſtible upon every ground of 
Holy Scripture, natural humanity, and politi- 
cal exigency. With nice and enervating dil- 
tinctions he thought it beyond his province to 
deal. If his exinciÞLes are admitted, it is 
for the judgment and conſcience of his readers 
to apply them to particular uſages and practi- 
ces, as that judgment and that conſcience, aid- 
ed by God's grace, may, direct. That they 
may ſo apply them as the ſecurity and true in- 
tereſts of themſelves and thoſe who are neareſt 
and deareſt to them demand at their hands, is 
the author's honeſt, hearty, and excluſive 
with ! He is far from putting in any claim, 

as far forth as he himſelf is concerned to ad- 
vance religious truths of extraordinary rigor 
or ſeverity. But things and actions muſt be 
repreſented as they are, and what was former- 
ly ſaid of virtue by an illuſtrious heathen, is 
equally applicable to chriſtian courage and per- 
fettion. Non ex aliorum neque ex noftra 
fortaſſe mollitie, ſed ex «ah virtute 4. virtutis 
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* The Sin which doth ſo eafily beſet you.” 


TÞ ESE in any. 7. religion 
or morality every deviation from the 
bes or rules which that ſyſtem preſcribes, is 
neither poſſible, nor ſhould we upon reflec- 
tion find it even to be expedient. So various 
are, not only the natural diſpoſitions of indivi- 
duals, but alſo ſo diverfified thoſe habits and 
practices which the different ſtages of manners, 
arts, and refinement produce, that an attempt 
to enumerate the vices growing eventually our 
of them would be inconſiſtent with that {mpli- 
city and conciſeneſs which ſhould accompany 
a collection of precepts adapted to the purpo- 
ſes, and directed to the inſtruction, of all 
mankind. Although therefore in the revealed 
will of God we do not find every mode and de- 
gree W crimes to which language has affixed 
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a ſpe cific name, ; yet a little inquiry will 1808 
convince us that the morality of the Goſpel 


| ſtands beyond all compariſon on a broader, 


ſi; npler, and more prattical baſis than that of 


any other body of ipſtruction, which under 


any form was ever propoſed to the acceptance 


of mankind. Without the forced and artificial 
formality of a ſyſtem, it hath all that coherence 
and harmonious concurrence which the ableſt 
conſtruftors of human ſyſtems of morality 


have never reached. Though the Evangelical 


precepts appear to flight obſervers ſcattered in- 
cidentally and occafionally, yet have they all 
mutual reference to each other, and an uni- 


verſal relation to the'whole of that Atupendous 


plan of merey and reconciliation brought to 


light in the writings of the New Teſtament. 


When in the language 'of inſpired wiſdom the 
whole of man is diſplayed before us, when his 
corruptions, and their cauſe, and their reme- 
dy, are clearly difcerned, when his deſtina- 


tion in Time and Eternity diſtineth appears, 


then i is he raiſed to an eminence from whence 
the proſpett of his duty is extenſive and com- 


"S manding indeed. . Referred to ſuch a view, 
the true nature of every action, and the minu- 


teſt variation of i it, is fo clearly diſcerned, that 
even with regard to thoſe habits and pradtices 
ot which ſcarcely the ſlighteſt mention occurs, 
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we are at no ian hat for a ſafe 203 eaſy 
determination. The grand Chriſtian principles 
are ſo bold, diſtin, and prominent, as to 
render them moſt ealy in their conſtruftion, 
moſt ſafe and extenſive in their application. 
Fo Though Chriſtian caſuiſtry lieth within a 
ſmall compaſs, yet there is no part of human 
conduct which Chriſtian obligation doth not 
reach, and where Chriſtian motives do not 
operate. Sophiſtry may evade, Careleſſneſs 
may neglect, Obſtinacy may oppoſe, Vice 
may ſinother, both the precepts of the Goſpel, 
and the grace of God which gives ſtrength and 
efficacy to them. But all mz/takes concerning 
our duty in judging of the conſequences of 
our ations are almoſt invariably wilful, and 
this as much where the Scriptures are filent 
concerning particular offences, as where they 
directly advert to them. In the relaxation of 


amuſement, in the hurry. of public and politi- 


cal occupation, a vir AL CHRISTIAN is as 


much attuated by the. motives of his religion, 


as in the proſtrations of devotion, and the ſtil- 
neſs of retirement. To all and every part of 
human life, a new direQion is given by a ge- 
nuine converſion of the Soul to God, nor is 
there a ſingle thought of his heart, or aclion of 
| his life, concerning which, either in its cauſes, 
_ dependencies, or conſequences, the will of 
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God is not on Seriptural grounds al cleatly 
diſcernible. To the tribunal of our Conſci- 
ences, enlightened by his Word, and aided 
by his Grace, every action ſhould be ſum- 
moned by thoſe who have effectual conviction 
that in ſo doing they anticipate the judgment 


of that tribunal, from whichno word, thought, 


or deed can be exempted. 


Theſe obſervations, however plain and ob- 
Ville have thought it proper to premiſe, 


in entering upon a ſubje& of the higheſt, moſt 
awful, and moſt inſtant importance, namely, 
the nature and conſequences of the prevailing 
habit of Gamin&—becauſe if we may con- 
clude from daily obſervation, the operation 


of the plaineſt Chriſtian principles ſeems in the 


controul of this vice to have been ſuſpended in 
many inftances where the authority of revela- 
tion is not openly diſavowed, or even ſecretly 


diſcarded. I am completely convinced that 


if very many did not from the ſilence of Scrip- 
ture derive ſome glimmerings of hope, that 
their accountability in this practice did not 
ſtand upon the ſame grounds as in other offen- 


ces which are expreſsly named therein, they 


could not perſiſt in a courſe of praQiſing, cul- 
tivating, and diffuſing a vice which is the pa- 
rent of as extended guilt and miſery as perhaps 


the moſt flagrant vices * which the indig- 
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nation of God is nominally threatened.— Any 
one of thoſe crimes, to which EVER gameſter 
in an advanced ſtage of the vice is neceſſarily 


and invariably either an accomplice or princi- 


pal, would it might be ſuppoſed, either in 
their proſpect, retroſpect, or commiſſion, 
ſtrike the moſt obdurate heart with diſmay and 
confuſion. But here the callouſneſs of cuſ- 
tom, the ſtrength of habit, and the extended 
prevalence of example, ſeem to have made a 

ſyſtem of the moſt accumulated miſchief and 
atrocity conliſtent with an aſſumption of cha- 
rater, with an apparently unruffled recollec- 
tion, nay a profeſſion. of moral, and at times 
even of religious obligation. With ſuch ſtrong 
ſelf-deluſion in ſome, and ſuch hardened re- 
probacy in others, it is difficult to contend. 


Every circumſtance contributes to increaſe | 


that difficulty.  So,indiſtinR is it in its firſt ad- 


vances, ſo combined by habit with every part 
of ſocial life, that it is hard to mark the ff 
ſtages of its malignity, and ſtill harder to ſepa- 
rate it from thoſe various and extended objeas 


with which it is upfortunately blended, 


To convert chat which is the object of your 
eagereſt purſuit, the employment of all your 
hours, the cement of all your ſuppoled friend- 


ſhips, into your horror and deteſtation, to 
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ſeoften ferocity and to awaken indolence, to fix 
the frivolouſneſs of diffipation, and to pene- 
trate the gloom of deſpair, to ſubſtitute deep 
| penitence into the place of the moſt hardened 
reprobacy, is an attempt which thoſe who 
know not that the T REN STAR“ of God is 
perfetted i in the * WEARKNESS“ of his Mints- 
TERS, Will perhaps treat with ſcorn and mocke- 
ry: it is an attempt which thoſe, who in defi- 
ance of every civil, ſocial, and facred obliga- 
tion are ſpreading and diffuſing this vice, will 
treat with the moſt marked virulence. But the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel have a duty to diſ- 
N charge of moſt important and awful urgency— 
of an urgency as preſſing, as the ruin of every 
thing valuable in this life, and every hope in 
the next, is in theſe calamitous times imminent 
and menacing. | In the diſcharge of this duty, 
— every obſtruction and diſcou- 
ement, they look for the co-operation of all 
M54 men, and humbly hope for that all-pow- 
erful aſſiſtance which never fails to attend eve- 
ry fincere effort to leſſen the | wary the the rede gen 3 
tion, and the anguiſh of mankind. 
In endeavouring to ſuggeſt to my hearers 
ſuch reflections as may be effectual to awaken 
their.caution and excite their abhorrence of 
the vice of Gaming, 1 propoſe to examine its 
progreſs and „ as productive, 
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of individuals, and: woo! whoa ad 
adly, As at all times antes aden 


f ry frequently. ſubverting,/ the ſtability of civil! 


order conſidering it under the ix of theſe 


heads as completely deſtructive of every prin- 


ciple of CHRISTIAN piety in IN DIVI DU ALs ; 


and under the ſecond, of the ſalutary influence 


of sociAL and NATIONAL RELIGION,” Which 
ſecures the nene the ee and the 
welfare of Communities. is 1 


Deeply I am convinced will every eme 
eee that the corruption of the 


Individual is the Miſery of the Individual; and 


ift, of the muh, crimes, and a 


chat ſordid and ſelfiſh habits not only contract 


the compaſs, but deſtroy the ſources of true 


| happineſs. The more covertly theſe: habits 
inſinuate themſelves, the greater is the danger. 


Now I affert, upon ſome obſervation, that in 


Gaming, the worſt affections that can contami- 
nate the heart of Man, inſinuate themſelves 


gradually and (in their early ſtages) impercep- 


tibly, till the whole moral maſs is irretrievably 
corrupted. We may ſay, that in affecting the 
Miſery and Ruin of mankind, the “ Seipent' 

retains his Scriptural character of “ Subtlety * 


The young and unwary have not in general the 


fainteſt conception of the vileneſs of thofſe ha- 


bits to which their ESTABLISHED PREOEP TORS 
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in this horrid: — and training 


them. The whole tenor of a Gameſter's life 
dende that to the blackeſt iniquity he is 
condutted by the moſt degrading meanneſs, and 


what is peculiar to this vice is, that the atrocity 
of guilt is rendered leſs ſtriking by the ſordid 


baſeneſs which accompanies wy: and that Mer: 
ror is leſſened by Contempt. 

When ve are capable of calm and e re- 
flection, when conſcience can predominate 
over cuſtom, what An E the diſpoſitions which 
occur to us in examining the receſſes of a 


Gameſter's heart? Firſt and foremoſt, an in- 


ordinate LOVE OF LUCRE—and that the moſt 
ſordid, fixed, and habitual, which, irritated 


every moment by renewed acts, in the end 


uſurps a ſovereign authority. Though in ſome 


inſtances thoſe diſorderly and licentious indul- 
gences which are neceſſarily connected with 
the vice of Gaming, may interrupt or diſguiſe, 


yet they never overcome this darling and pri- 
mary propenſity. Hence, where Gain ſolicits, 
not only the remains of every valuable princi- 
ple is annihilated, but the united force of eve- 


ry bad one is ſuſpended and ſuperſeded: Let 


the proſpe& of money ſtart up to the Game- 
ſter, not only s#amE and vixrv retreat 
from the unequal conteſt; but even PRIDE 


loops, and AMBITION: diaz . 
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Farther, to this ſordid-habit inks ander, 
joins a diſpoſition to rx AuD and that of the 
meaneſt caſt. To thoſe who ſoberly and fair- 
ly appreciate the real nature of human actions, 
nothing appears more inconſiſtent than that ſo- 
cieties of men, who have incorporated them- 
ſelves for the expreſs purpoſe of Gaming, 
ſhould diſclaim fraud or indirection, or affect 
to drive from their aſſemblies thoſe. among 
their aſſociates whoſe crimes would reflect dif- 

grace on them. Surely this to a conſiderate 
mind is as ſolemn and refined a banter as can 
well be exhibited: For when we take into 
view the vaſt latitude allowed by the moſt up- 
right Gameſters, when we reflect that accor- 
ding to their precious caſuiſtry every advantage 
may be legitimately taken of the young, the 
unwary, and the inebriated, which ſuperior 
coolneſs, ſkill, addreſs, and activity can ſup- 
ply, we muſt look upon pretences to honeſty 
as a moſt ſhameleſs aggravation of their crimes. 

Even if it were poſſible that in his own prac- 
tices a man might be a AIR GAMESTER, yet 
for the reſult of the extended frauds commited 

by his fellows he ſtands deeply accountable to 

God, his Country, and his Conſcience. To 

a ſyſtem neceſſarily implicated with Fraud, to 
aſſociations of men a large majority of whom 

ſubſiſt by Fraud, to habits calculated to poiſon 
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e ſource and incite of all integrity, he 
gives efficacy, countenance, and concurrence. 
Even his virtues 1 ſuffers to be ſubſidiary to 
the cauſe of vice. He ſees with calmneſs de- 
predation — daily and hourly in his 
company, perhaps under his very roof. Vet 
men of this deſcription declaim {ſo deſperate- 
ly deceitful is the heart of Man) againſt the 
very Knaves they cheriſh and protect, and 
whom perhaps with ſome poor ſophiſtical re- 
fuge for a worn-out conſcience, they even 
imitate. To ſuch let the Scripture ſpeak with 
emphatical deciſion When thou ſaweſt a 
thief, then thou conſentedſt with him.“ Away 
then with the miſchievous diſtindtion between 
fair and unfair gameſters ; a diſtinction imply- 
ing (in my poor opinion) only a very infignifi- 
cant degree of guilt, a diſtinction invented and 
framed by the general enemy of mankind, to 
protect thoſe who are doing his work and de- 
voted to his ſervice. In this inſtance even 
Heathen wiſdom judged ſoundly and ſtrongly. 
The moſt profound and fagacious obſerver of 
human actions (as far I mean as the imperfect 
| light of Nature could carry him) aſſigns to 
e their true place and order in ſocie- 
97. N He conſiders * en any diſtinc- 
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Roms „ Atinoretes 10 etch Mt. orb ſentiments: of this 
illuſtrious Sage are worthy of himſelf and of the attention 
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[> tion not only as plunderers, but aſſe rts with 
. peculiar juſtice, that from more generous plun- 
o derers they are diſtinguiſhed by the -peculiar 
v illiberality of their practices, and their ſelfiſh 
Is and ſordid Juſt of gain. This great man had 
Ji not learned the feeble and evaſive caſuiſtry 
- which this age of apoſtacy has adopted, in op- 
e poſition to much ſtronger light, and to much 
d ſurer principles, than thoſe Tn e | 
5 had vouchſafed to him. 

n But I apprehend that men are not fs Aifin- 
h ieveſiedly: miſchievous. When thoſe of high 
a rank open their doors to menof this deſcription, 
N 
n 


when they announce long before their invita- 
tions to ſuch noQturnal aſſociations, they will 
þ not e ee claim to be eee from the 
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of thoſe who } have proftituted their talents in ide ite of 5 
Cameſters. Ariſtotle muſt have entertained very different 
opinions of the nature of liberality from thofe which are 


1 now current, for he utterly excludes all Gameſters from the 
E ſmalleſt portion of it, even from that degree of it *bich 
f 'other plunderers are not without. 33 
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"Anil of 45 abi aſſemble, Tr1zvas* 5 
are all, all who harbour, all who cheriſh them, 
not ſparing even what the Arabian robber holds 

, lacred- the tie of profeſſed friendſhip, the con- 

| fidence of unſuſpeQting youth, and the ſacred 

| rights of hoſpitality. Therefore the unwary | 

| ſhould be well warned, that when Gameſters 

tender their friendſhip, ( they offer what they 

8 are radically incapable of. They may be made 
| 


_ firſt the dupes, and then the partners of their 
| baſeneſs: but ſuch an union utterly precludes. 
that noble one formed on the principles and 
directed to the practices of religion, virtue, and 
benevolence.” If theſe are excluded, as ſurely 
they are by fraud and ſelfiſhneſs, there remains 
neither bond nor ground of confidence, either 
to individuals or ſocieties. Let the young be 
aſſured, that when they plunge into intimacy 
with Gameſters, they take treachery and abjec- 
tion to their boſoms IN EVERY INSTANCE: 
that whatever cans of generoſity, or in- 
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ſinuation of addreſs, or appearance of frank- \ 
nale ſuch r men wy find it convenient to adopt, | ( 
EN - theſe ; 
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The friendſhip of Gameſters is deſcribed with great | 
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theſe artificial appendages are but part of their 
deteſtable trade, rendering them in the eye of 
reaſon and reflection ten were, r times more 
baſe, dangerous, and deſtructive. 
But in addition to fraud and all its train of 
crimes, propenſities and habits of a very dif- 
ferent complexion enter into the compoſition 
ofa Gameſter; a moſt ungovernable xz xocrTY 
or DISPOSITION, however for a time diſguiſed. 
and latent, is invariably the reſult of his ſyſtem - 
of conduct. Jealouſy, rage, and revenge 


| exiſt, among gameſters in their worſt and moſt 


frantic exceſſes, and end frequently in conſe- 


quences of 'the moſt -atrocious violence and 


outrage. By perpetual agitation, the malignant 


paſſions ſpurn and overwhelm every boundary 


which : diſcretion and conſcience can oppoſe. 
From what ſource are we to trace a very large 
number of thoſe murders, ſanctioned or palli- 
ated indeed by cuſtom, but which ſtand at the 
tribunal of God preciſely upon the ſame grounds 
with every other ſpecies of murder? From 
the Gaming- table, from the nocturnal recepta- 
cles of diſtraction and frenzy, the Dueliſt ruſhes 
with his hand lifted up againſt his brother's life ! 


Thoſe who are as yet on the threſhold of theſe 


habits ſhould be warned, that however calm their 
natural temperament, however meek and pla- 
a Wer diſpolition, yet that by the events, 

which 
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which every moment ariſe, they: ſtand . 
to the ungovernable fury of themſelves and 
others. In the midſt of fraud, protected by 
menace on the one hand, and on the other, of 
deſpair, irritated by a recollection of the mean. 
neſſes of the artifices and the baſeneſs of the 
hands by which utter and remedileſs ruin has 
been inflicted, in the midſt of theſe feelings of 
horror and diſtraction, it is that the voice ol 
brethren s blood cricth unto. God from the 
ground and now thou art curſed from the 
earth which hath opened ber mouth to receive 
_thy brother's blood from thy hand,” —Not tony 
Thou who actually ſheddeſt that blood, but 
ruou vbo art the artificer of death chou Who 
adminiſtereſt incentives to theſe habits--=who 
diſſeminateſt the practice of them improve 
the {kill in them - ſharpeneſt the propenſity to 
them at rh hands will it be required, ſurely, 
at che tribunal of God in the next world, and 
perhaps in moſt inſtances in his diſtributive and 


ay ful diſpenſations towards D506 and vs here 
on earth. 


* 
* 1 en 
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But whatever e the. MALIGNANT PAS: 
- $IONS may derive from ſuch; habits, the bene- 
volent affections, on the contrary, are mor 
impaired, by gaming than, it is poffible to con. 
ceive or calculate. The reaſons are obvious; 
the, mir v bich an habitual Gameſter ſuffers, 
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azards, and occaſions, muſt render him com- 
Netely and ſyſtematically callous. Without a 
ngle ſentiment of remorſe or compaſſion, he 
oolly and deſignedly infliéts utter and irre- 
rievable miſchief on the greater part of thoſe 
ith whom he is converſant. What though 
very day be lives he wrings the heart of many 
fond wife, many an helpleſs orphan, many 

in aged parent, by effecting the rapid and in- 

antaneous ruin of thoſe to whom they looked 


ne p for ſupport and comfort : what though the 
N wretched Suicide, unable to bear the compli- 
. ated agonies of thoſe whoſe affeQions nature 
N 


has wound cloſeſt round his heart, leaves 
hem to deplore his loſs in this world, and his 
DESPERATE STATE In that into which he pre- 
el WM cipitated himſelf; what though of all ſuch hor- 
rors N E is the witneſs,” the cauſe, and the ac- 
if complice; what though he is the patron and 
legiſlator of the ſyſtem which diffuſes them; 
yet, with all this, ME remains calm, eaſy, and 
collected. A ſuperficial politeneſs, an ac- 

quaintance with the habits of what is common- 
y called the World, and an adroit application 


„bo the foibles of thoſe with whom theſe men 
y conſort; may draw a thin veil over the fixed 
j relentleſſneſs of a Gameſter's mind. He may 
k pretend (for human pretences are indefinite) 
: to TRI 87 honor," ſentiment, words coined 


for 


my 


poſed to ſuch men and to ſuch artifices, be al. 


are effentially impenetrable. They recount 


their diabolical cant and unfeeling jargon, and 


of this ſyſtem of crimes and calamities, which 


on hearing theſe tales of woe and wickednels 
told with ſeriouſneſs and ſimplicity. If there- 
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for the purpoſe either of concealing vice, o 
dreſſing it up in virtue's garb. - But as I prin 
cipally addreſs myſelf to thoſe who may be ex. 


ſured that to human pangs Gameſters' heart 


in all the callous flippancy of faſhionable con. 
verſation, the miſerable fates of thoſe whon 
they or their aſſociates have conſigned to mi 
ſery; and language itſelf is diſtorted and de. 
praved in order to invent words to exprel 


to intercept thoſe emotions of indignation 
againſt the patrons, and of pity for the victim 


would naturally ariſe in the heart of man up- 


fore you would preſerve that beſt part of your 
frame which moſt diflinguiſhes you from the 
beaſts which periſh, if you would retain even 
that wreck of virtue which ſurvives in ſome de- 
gree perhaps almoſt every orHER courſe of 
iniquity, leaving ſtill that kindly diſpoſition of 
« weeping with thoſe that weep,” fly the haunts, 
dread the habits, and: abhor the VERY LAN- 
AGE of Gameſter e. 

But it is not only ral at, but 
even that more powerful principle of Natural 

Aa 


„ 


$6 


ffection, which this vice ſtifles in many in- 


e great Apoſtle ſo diſtinctly foreſa and ſo 


affection and duty to thoſe whom he expoſes 
ath itſelf? Were his conſcience. for a mo- 


y the bare ſight of thoſe whoſe hopes and in- 


heir exiſtence! whom he not only expoſes to 


his cruelty of the Gameſter is ſmall in compa- 


as it is, Where innocence accompanies it, may 
be ſoftened by the lenient diſpenſations of an 
Almighty Protector. But what are the hearts 


ances, and injures in all. To be without 
natural affectionꝰ was one of the moſt promi- 
ent features of thoſe calamitous times of repro- 
acy and apoſtacy which the prophetic ſpirit of 


wiully.delineated. Where Gaming is general 
is 18 a conſtant concomitant; for what preten- 
es can a Gameſter make to the ſmalleſt degree 


very hour he lives to afflictions worſe than 
nent to awake, how would he be reproached 


ereſts he embarks upon the ſingle caſt of a 
lie, from whom he ſuffers the vileſt of man- 
ind to wreſt even the bed upon which they 5 
epole, and the morſel of bread which ſupports 


uch calamity, when it actually befalls them, 
but to the unſpeakable agony of a fearful ex- 
pectation of it every hour they live. But even 


ion to that by which he communicates his 
guilt. The ſudden ſtroke of poverty, bitter g 


of thoſe, 3 who train up their progeny 


in 
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in their 6V1LT, who accuſtom their innocent 


fraud and pillage! 


which a kind Providence has entruſted to them, 


even in the pangs of death. To be trained up 
to what?—to be the benefactors of mankind, 


oy ws N A VE 4 N y ” g 4 , 2 4 - 1 
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uncorrupted minds to the 8 0 * of 


Let thoſe who as yet only "FP on the brit 
of this miſery, thoſe who conſider. theſe mect 
ings as AMUSEMEN TS, Or who comply with 
them merely that they may not be excluded 
from faſhionable ſociety, think to what pour 
motives they expoſe thoſe: innocent pledge 


Has entruſtedto them for what?—to be the joy 


of their youth, the pride of their maturer year, 
the comfort of their age, and their alleviation 


ſervants of the great and high God, and parts 


| kers with them of a glorious immortality. 


To theſe purpoſes I will boldly aſſert that al 


tampering with the vice of Gaming, in every 


ſtage of it, is always dangerous, and moſt fre. 
quently de{truQtive. You vill ſay you do nb 


_ cane—that you mix only with ſuch fſocicty 
that you may not appear ftrange—that- you can 
always reſtrain yourſelf from hazarding more 
than your circumſtances will permit. To gran 
all theſe pleas, which would be ſufficiently ab- 


ſurd, yet are you ſure that your II DREN 


will have all this moderation, that HEV, When 
once habituated to ſuch company, and introdu- 


- ced 
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cel into ſuch receptacles, will not be corrupted, 
pillaged; and undone? Do you xxzALLY ex- 
peft that having early acquired the reliſh and 
kill, which a repetition of theſe ſcenes natu- 
rally produce, as they advance in years they will 
ſtop ſhort of ruin and guilt? Can you, for the 
poor ambition of conſorting with men of fa- 


ſhion, for the tinſel gratification of exhibiting: 


your taſte, prepare your dwellings for the re- 
ceptipn and harbour. of that large mixture of 
privileged thieves, which J am credibly infor- 
med conſtitute a part of ſuch aſſemblies? Do 
not think me obtruſive in appealing to that- 
kindly virtue which is laſt eradicated from the 
human heart. Can you caLmLy deftroy all 
the part which you yourſelves have, all the 
part which God has, in thoſe whom you 
now look on with the eye of parental rapture? 
Are you reconciled to beholding them as 
“ VESSELS FITTED FOR DESTRUCTION?“ 
If you cannot, retreat inſtantaneouſly from 
the brink of the precipice on which both you, 
and your beloved children ſtand. Think that 
in all theſe ſcenes which every day announces 
to us as exhibiting in the politer part of the 
Metropolis, when rank and elegance combine 
their powerful and faſcinating deluſions; when 
every external decoration which art and fplen- 
dor can deviſe, is ſubſidiary to them--think that 


in the midſt of theſe ſeduQtive ſcenes, you ſee 


Ruin, 


Ruin, Fraud, 1 3 untimely Deall 


think that you ſee the hand of the Svuicipx 
lifted againſt himſelf, and that Suicips your 
own DARLING=cn1lD! Gone forward to the 
bar of eternal juſtice as a ſwift witneſs againſt 
the AUTHORS OF HIS EXISTENCE, for bay- 
ing early ſown in him the ſeeds of temporal 
deſtruction and eternal death and Tux, if 
poſſible, think the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt 
too importunate when they exhort you to flee, 
in the early ſtages of theſe calamities, as for 
your lives, when they warn you, even in thoſe 
habits which to careleſs and unthinking minds 
appear of an indifferent tendency, not to ſpurn 
the dictates of Nature and Conſcience, and to 
expoſe thoſe whom God has conſigned to your 
protection and care to the floodgates of ſuch 
wickedneſs, anguiſh, and deſolation! 5 

Shall we farther explore the complicated 
baſeneſs of the Gameſter's mind, or does diſ- 
guſt recoil from the examination of that pollu- 
ted manſion? If this diſguſt is excited, 1 ſhall 
by God's grace have diſcharged no mean part 


ol the arduous and difficult e 1 have under- 


taken. 
I will mention n but one more of thoſe diſpo- 


ſitions which have appeared, to me conſtantly 
to have been aſſociated to the character of a 


Gameſter—a LES which h conſiſtence 
| and 
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and permanence to all the reſt, PO 1, . Med, 
calm, and temperate 1MpU ver, diffuſing it- 


ſelf over every part of his conduct and deport- 
ment. This qualification is thought of ſo 


much conſequence by the preceptors in this 


vice, as to be a matter of regular training and 

inſtitution. And wiſe are they in their gene- 
ration, for SHAME is MORAL VITALITY; 
where THAT ſurvives, every pollution is deli- 
ble, and every habit recoverable. Conſe- 


quently wich it every Gameſter is in a regular 
ſtate of warfare; for was he capable of feeling 


his own degradation, the ſight of an honeſt man 
muſt overwhelm him withintolerable confuſion. 
But to every internal feeling of baſeneſs, and 
eyery external circumſtance of infamy, he is 
completely reconciled“. Though he not only 
knows himſelf, but is convinced that every 
thinking man knows him likewiſe, yet under 
the protection of this peculiar qualification we 
ſhall find him ceaſionally and familiarly uſing 
the words FxIENDSUIT, BEN EVOLENCE, PI- 
TY, and PHI LAN TAROPY, and at times afſu- 
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| tented infamy of \Gameſters, which induced ſome of the 


moſt efteemed commentators on the Roman law to aſſert 
the inadmiſſibility of their Evidence in a Court of Juſtice, 
This opinion is ſupported with great ability and force of 
reaſoning by Maſcardus de Probationibus, vol. 2. P. 202. 
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ming a high perfection of them, and what is 
ſtill more ext Mrdinary, we may obſerve the 
unthinking multitude with a miſchievous and 
indolent acquieſcence admitting ſuch a claim, 
But I have hitherto conſidered: only the ef. 
fects which the habit of Gaming uniformly, and 
almoſt without exception, produces upon thoſe 
principles of moral virtue and natural conſci- 
ence, of which even Heathen wiſdom was not 
devoid, - But of all the pisTinevisHinG 
DOCTRINES and all the vir AL ENERGIES of 
che bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt, the practice of 
Gaming is in its moſt diſtant ſtages, and in every 
practice which approximates to it, radically de- 
ſtructive. It is poſſible for men to make ſome 
cCautious and ſkilful advances in it without ru- 
ining their FORTUNES OF REPUTATION, but 
with their intereſt and their hopes as CHRIST- 
1 ANs, and with every principle of inward piety, 
it is utterly irreconcilable. - Firſt of all what 
is, or ought to be, the employment of the 
TIME of a Chriſtian, a creature redeemed 
from ſin and eternal death, and “ born again 
after the image of Him who created him“ car- 
rying about with him (in the awful words of an 
eloquent Father of the Church) “ the ſenſe of 
UN ee ee e ality 


* 


* Homo circumferens mortalitatem ſuam circumferens teſ- 
timonium peccati ſui ! Auguſtin Confeſſiones, 


; Wl mortality ah KA & n acid 
ec the Eternal Spirit is making interceſſions with 
groans which cannot be uttered ”—of a crea- 
ture, whoſe prayers and penitence, contrition 
and charity, are to fill up the ſhort ſpan and 
| precarious term of an earthly exiſtence? Sure - 
ly he muſt be guilty: of a moſt TXEMEN DOS 
- WH vocxzxy of Almighty Gop and his Son's 
x CGoſpel who can aſſert, that with this ſtate, with 
6 theſe ; views and motives,” an employment of 
nearly the HAL of every day he lives in 
Caxps-anD Dien is conſiſtent or compatible. 
Is it indeed ruus that we are to paſs through a 
miſerable and guilty world! the  6u1LT of 
which, and the M1S ER of which, every Chriſ- 
tian'stime and exertions are called forth to re- 
medy. Remember this s RON and REONAN T 
evangelical principle, that “ye are not your 
own, ye are bought with a price,” Now, with 
theſe views, look back upon your paſt life, look 
forward to your future. If you have recorded 
your time, examine thoſe records. What do 
they exhibit—memorials of your alms and pray- 
ers, or your dedication and devotion by night 
and by day to occupations which can be in their 


at 


an 
of elt ſtages but trifling and unprofitable? Look 
ty at your atts of benevolence and your labours 


of love in inſtruQing the ignorant, in reliev- 
ing che e, in Anden the e priſons, a 
r endea- 
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endeavouring to leſſen that ſum of corruption 
and guilt with which this poor ſhort tate is de: 
luged. From theſe duties, or rather from theſe 
_ conſolations, “ and from thoſe heavenly tears 
which conſtitute an earneſt and anticipation of 
the bliſs of Heaven, this miſerable and frivo- 
lous employment of your time completely pre- 
eludes you. No other pleaſure, no other vice 
ſo entirely ingulphs the life of a Chriſtian as this 
none is ſo acceſſable at all times — ſo adapted 
to every variety of age, ſituation, rank, and 
underſtanding. Let me beſeech you to bear 
che word of exhortation and admonition, be 
convinced that to the guilt of Gaming they are 
clearly obnoxious whoſe” hours alone are facri- 
heed to it. It is not only thoſe who riſłk much 
af their property that deſerve the appellation of 
Gameſters, it is not thoſe only who defraud 
their gueſts or companions it is thoſe alſo who 
cheat God of their time, their Redeemer of 
| their affections, Man of their exertions, and 


xiſk their ſalvation on the iſſue of duch er. 


able miſpent life. | 
But it is not e that Time is wetted, and 


Thought withdrawn from Religion, but habits 


ate r en 3 _ means WON generate an 
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INVETERATE AVERSION to it. AvxERSTo 
to Religion ſoon follows the LEO of it in 


| moſt caſes, but in this inſtance commences 
and is co-ordinate with it. I do not pretend 


to any very wide experience in human life, but 
I ſcarcely ever knew any ſingle perſon who 
made any conſiderable progreſs in games of 
ſkill, but that in proportion to the exercile of 
that ſkill, his difinclination and diſguſt of Re- 
ligion grew with it. Not only is religious prin- 
ciple ſupplanted, but a principle of the higheſt 


| ſtage of contraſt is ſupplied in its ſtead. Exa- 


mine (you that have calmneſs and capacity) 
yourſelves and your neighbours look not on- 
ly at the haunts of Gameſters, but at thoſe con- 
temptible and miſchievous meetings, where in- 
dolence and vacancy find their daily refuge in 


Cards. In the midſt of theſe, let the ſlighteſt 
mention be made of the real religious ſtate of 


Man, of his redemption by Chriſt, of his ſtate 
of miſery and calamity prior to that redemption, 
of the awful looking-for of everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion to which every irreconciled finner is expo- 


fed, with what ſcorn and mockery, with what 


affected banter and real diſguſt would any ſuch 
mention be treated. Miſerable detuded Beings ! 
Do you think that the expreſſion of * always 


bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 


Xeſs of al ng the time of wow fojourneng 


here 
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ere in xx AR“ are Predeptaz like thoſe of the ſto. 
ics of old; founded on impratticable paradoxes, 
or that they are the commands of God who ſup. 


plieth Power to all thoſe who have the Will to 


prattiſe them? But you will ſay Devotion and 


Prayer have their intervals. I grant it, but 
not intervals of doing miſchief, not intervals of 


ſowing the ſeeds of vices, which in farther ſtages 
of their progreſs ſcatter deſtruttion and miſery, 


not intervals which every time they occur 
render you more and more indiſpoſed to the 
Word, to the W orſhip, and to the Diſpenſa- 


tions of Almighty God. But be fair with 
yourſelves—with what Alx is it that you who 
are thus engaged, particularly as you proceed 


in thoſe courſes, recur not only to spIRITVAI, 


but eyen to FORMAL devotion? The very 
few ſtated decencies, thoſe poor wrecks of Re- 


| gion, which this age of Apoſtacy has left, are 


grown intolerable to you. I wiſh to be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak of the employment of Thought, 


as I did of the employment of Time, that this 


ſhipwreck of our Chriſtian principles commen- 
ces at a period long before the generality of 


men will allow that they are at all tainted with 
the vice of Gaming. The mind of one immer- 


ſed in Cards ſoon becomes vacant, frivolous, 


and captious. The habits form a ſtrange mix- 


ture of mock gravity and pert i 
T 


b 
The underſtanding, by a perpetual attention to 


a variety of unmeaning combinations, acquires 
a kind of pride in this baſtard employment of 
the faculty of thought, which is ſo far from hav- 
ing any analogy to the real exerciſe of reaſon, 
that we generally find a miſerable eminence in 
it attainable by the dulleſt, moſt ignorant, and 
moſt contemptible of mankind. The Gameſter 
however frequently miſtakes this {kill for ge- 
neral acuteneſs, and from that conceit either 
totally rejects the Goſpel evidence, or if poli- 
tical or profeſſional conſiderations render this 
indecent or inexpedient, he harbours all that 
contemptible chicane, all that petty ſophiſtry, 
all that creeping evaſion, with which a ſelfiſh 
heart, and a contracted underſtanding, meets 
and embraces the prevailing hereſy of the times 
in which we live *; degrading” the dignity, 
© IT ne ener- 
* oa Connection e the artifices of Gameſters, 


and the ſhifting depravity of Heretical ſubterſuge, is Rrong- 
ly marked by the Apoſtle— _ 


— . epo Ta ava u A 5 Ty BE A 


| T'wy ndern. Epheſ. is 14. . 
This ſame Analogy was ſo ſtriking as as to attract the notice 
| cf various commentators on this paſſage in the early ages of 


- the Chriſtian Church, Tins panama in cap. iv. ad | 
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enervating' the motives ;" and deſtroying the 


conſolations of the Croſs of Chriſt. If there- 


fore a Gameſter ever makes profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, it is with ſuch teachers and vith ſuich 
doctrines that he finds his mind moſt: congenial. 
To real Chriſtianity and its Miniſters his enmity 
is laſting and virulent, becauſe” theſe are in 
ſtrong and dirett oppoſition to his favorite vice. 
But it is ſeldom that he ſtops here. As the 
crimes with which Gaming is connected are 


deſtructive of every detached portion of Chril- 


tian piety, ſo is the general habit to the whole 
ſpirit of it. There is ſcarcely a poſitive precept 

of Chriſtianity which is not violated in the 
courſe of a Gameſter's career. Truſt in Pro- 
vidence is expelled by a courſe of action, in 
which though he embarks perpetually his moſt 


important intereſt, he dares not look up in any. 


ſtage to God for favour or protection. Can 
| he “ ſet God always before him; that God 
' whoſe name and whoſe Goſpel are never men- 


tioned by him but to give energy to impreca- 


tion, or zeſt to mockery? As contrary there- 


fore as Dignity is to Baſeneſs, Pity to Callouſ. 


neſs, Calmneſs to Diſtraction, Fraud to In- 
 tegrity, Revenge to Placability, Hope to Deſ. 
pair, fo contrary is Gaming to the ſpirit and 
tenor of Religion in ALL its degrees and modi- 


fications. I am convinced that the Juſtice of 
NE ' thele 


as a>... 


K 


k ws 1 


theſe obſervations will not be conteſted by the 
ADEPTS in this vice, who would receive with 


a {mile of apathy any nnn, of 12 * 
as Chriſtians. 


But the point I wiſh to eee ond the effect 
I principally have in view in this repreſentation, 


is to warn thoſe who are in diſtant ſtages of the 


ſame progrels, and who. have not yet calmly 
acquieſced in a ſurrender of every hope and 


conſolation of Religion. To ſuch I would ſaß 


in much affection, and in the face of the unpo- 
pularity which ſuch doctrines may occaſion, that 
all occupations of this kind render man guzlty 
before God at a time when both faſhion and 
cuſtom pronounce them innocent. That the 
very deſign of thoſe flippant miſerable meetings 
is, to intercept all the awful views which it is 
the purpoſe of Religion to diſplay, and to an- 
nihilate the habits which a Chriſtian ſhould 
form. I ſhould further ſuggeſt, that with the 
incipient ſtages of this vice, all the ſubſequent 
ones are connected. The {kill acquired, and 
the principles ſown, while diverſion only is in 
view, ſoon expand themſelves into the adult and 
vigorous growth of guilt, and profligacy, which 
defies both God and Man. Againſt all exceſ- 
ſes you proteſt, but for tho'e exceſſes you aſ- 
{imilate he ſoil, you trench the ground, you 
ſcatter the ſeed; and are you not anſwer able 
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for the coals 2 Permit me to aſſure you, 
that if for the ſake of a triſling and degrading 
amuſement, you are prepared to diſſeminate 


this miſchief both temporal and eternal, you 
exhibit in your o.] A PERSONS the moſt over- 
bearing inſlance of that brutal and unfeeling 
texture of mind which theſe miſerable habits 


ſoon produce. Remember therefore the 


ſaying of him who warns you that between 


ſuch practices and every religious obligation 
© THERE 18 A GREAT GULF riIxED;“ that 
in endeavouring to reconcile a life addicted to 
them with the ſmalleſt portion of religious hope, 
you are trifling with your conſcience moſt 


palpably and egregiouſſy. 


Art thou a CHRISTIAN . and FRASER) to 


theſe things? * Be not deceiyed by the /ev:ty 


of theſe meetings, but eſteem them to be moſt 


_ awfully and eſſentially wicked, Look at the 
miſeries of the latter end of a Gameſter's career, 


and dread them for thyſelf and thy cxrtoreN: 


For I can venture to aſſure thee, that as no 
other courſe of crimes is attended with a more 
obſtinate and obdurate ſcorn and contempt of 


God's Word, His Worſhip, and His Provi- 
dence, ſo there 1 is nane againſt which the ven- 
geance 


* 


* Aleator quicunque es & Chriſtianum te dicis 3 


Cyprianus dem 8 


geance of Heaven is more keenly and viſibly 
exerted, nor any in which the puniſhment 
more quickly and invariably follows the crime. 
A day, perhaps an hour, reverſes plenty, ſecu- 
rity, and credit, into penury, ignominy, and 
deſpair, aggravated by the unutterable anguiſh _ 
ol having drawn thoſe whom they ought to have 
ſupported and proteded into the ſame gulph 
of deſtruction. The puniſhment of the Game- 
ſter, like that of Cairn of old, is greater than 
he can bear,” Either the pangs of his recollection 
drive him to that laſt fatal act for which no 
place for repentance” is found, or he drags on 
a ſordid exiſtence, ſupported by decoying 
others into the ſame ſnares by which his own 
ruin has been effected, carrying about with him 
a MORAL” WRECK (for ſuch is the breaſt of 
every Gameſter) till the meaſure of his iniquity 
is full. O reflect then in time! © that which a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” — Think 
how improbable it is, that you who have care- 
leſly and wantonly ſacrificed every principle. 
of duty to God, and benevolence to Man, to 
a poor wretched amuſement, ſhould eſcape his 
awful and tremendous juſtice, If for this thou 
canſt brave the fears of final impenitence in this 
world, and of everlaſting deſlruthon in the 
next, the Apoſtle only can ſpeak with the en- 
ergy" of divine grace to thy learcd conſcience 
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O wretched Man that this art, who ſhall 
deliver Thee from the body of this death 1” 

I have now, with all ſeriouſneſs, endea- 
voured diſtinctly to point to thoſe effects which 


I have obſerved to be produced by the vice of 


Gaming on IN DIVIDUAIS, it remains for me 
to conſider its conſequences as they affect the 


ſtability and order of CIVIL GOVERNMENT, 


and the public and ſocial influence of the no- 
LY RELIG10N we profeſs. 

In entering upon this part of my Gubiee,- I 
would not be thought to acquieſce in that miſ- 


chievous diſtinttion, invented by Knaves and 


current only with Fools; a diſtinction I mean 


between PRIVATE and PUBLIC morals, as if 
any vice or mode of immorality could exiſt, 
which doth not by ſome channel convey its 


poiſon to the body politick. In ſome inſtan- 
ces the miſchief done is flow and circuitous, 
not producing a viſible effect till the accumu- 
lated acceſſions of many generations have ri- 


pened and matured theſe deadly ſeeds. But 
the vice of gaming ſtrikes immediately at the 
vitals of publick virtue, public order, and 


public happineſs. The connection between 
cauſes and effects are here direct and palpable. 
It gives vigour, efficacy, and activity to eve- 


ry other public vice, communicating and re- 
ceiving reciprocal ſuppon. To che recepta- 
| : | cles 


11 
cles of Gameſters, luxury, debauchery, and 
extravagance, fly for refuge and recovery 
from that ruin which unbridled libertiniſm has 
entailed upon them. On the contrary, to 
drown the pangs of remorſe and keen anguiſh 
of conſcience, the Gameſter plunges by inter- 
= wh the fouleſt abyſs of ſenſuality and ri- 

Hence follows the moſt deplorable cor- 
pd amongſt Thoſe whoſe bias and deter- 
mination to Good or Evil, is the proteQtion or 
ruin of a wHoLE COMMUNITY-: To the inte- 
grity and independence of men of rank and 
opulence, a free ſtate looks for whatever is up- 
right in conduct, {ound in determination, ſafe 
in practice, and | beneficial in conſequence. 
The greater the number of ſuch men who fill 
either the executive departments of a State, or 
who partake of the office of Legiſlators, the 
greater the ſtability of that country. Should it 
fall to the lot of ſuch men to project political 
meaſures, it will be done with foreſight and 
reflection ſhould it be their province to exa- 
mine or even io oppoſe thoſe planned by others, 
that examination and oppoſition will be con- 
ducted with firmneſs, devoid of acrimony, and 
will be of ſuch a mitigated nature as never to 
endanger the ſafety of the whole. The conſci- 
ouſneſs of i integrity will ſupply calmneſs, and 
the deep intereſt they have in the welfare of 
their 
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their country, will enſure caution and diſcre. 
tion in all their movements and deſigns. But 


what is it that leſſens the number of ſuch inva- 
luable members of ſociety? What is it that 
converts Thoſe deſigned by Providence io be 
the GuARDIANSs and PROTECTORVS, into the 


Banz and Cuxs B of their Country? I will 
anſwer the GAMING TABLE. The reverſes 
here every moment occurring, unite beggared 
fortunes, mortified pride, callous baſeneſs, 
and enflamed appetites, directing their joint 
operations to the deſtruction of that common 


mother which gave them birth. And here 1 
viſh to be rightly underſtoo 
gal, active, dignified poverty, the diſcharge 


—that with a fru- 


of public duty is perfectly compatible. Such 


a a poverty was highly reverenced in the beſt 
ages of Pagan antiquity, as the nurſe of every 


great and uſeful exertion: but as diſtant as 


light from darkneſs is ſuch a poverty from 


that degraded, malevolent, abject MEN DICI- 
TY, the offspring of vice, the organ of faction, 
and the parent of univerſal proſtitution and 
venality. To preſerve the moſt venerable 
council of the nation from the miſchiefs and 


diſgrace accruing from ſuch members, was one 


of the moſt important funttions of the Cenlo- 
rian pn. 4 in ancient enen *. To thoſe 
3 8 e, - Magil- 


* 46 Every Laden i. e. at che end of every fifth Zak 


E &Þ 


Magiſtrates were committed the power of re- 
moving thoſe Senators who had reduced them 
ſelves to indigence by profligacy or extrava- 
gance. Similar inſtances of wiſe caution are 
to be traced in the Athenian polity, which 
abundantly provided checks againſt thoſe whoſe 
prodigality and beggary might make their in- 
terference in public affairs dangerous or pre- 
judicial. It is difficult indeed to conceive what 
intereſt any one ruined by a courſe of vice can 
have in the welfare of his country: "It is ſtill 
more difficult to conceive that this regard 
ſhould exiſt in Gameſters. Any claim to pa- 
triotiſm in ſuch men, furniſhes perhaps one of 
the moſt sT EN DOUs inſtances of impu- 
dence in aſſerting, and of dupery in admit- 
ting it, which the records of human folly and 
depravity any where exhibit. For not only 
do they, by the miſapplication of their own 
talents, and the operation of their own malig- 
nant.. paſſions, deeply + injure that country 
which they ſo vehemently and : loudly profeſs 


the 3 was cha wg one ot the Cenſors, and if any 
one had rendered himſelf unworthy of that high. rank, or 
had ſunk has for tune below that of a Senator, his name was 
paſſed over by the Cenſor in reading the roll of Senators; 
and thus he was held to be excluded from the Senate.“ 

Vide Adams's accurate and well digeſted Syſtem of Roman 
e þe 6,—I ide a fo . in Timarcum Palin. 
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to ſerve, but by drying up the vital ſources of 
public integrity, deprive it of that future 
harveſt of virtue, to which its fondeſt expecta- 
tions were directed. For it is always obſerva-· 
ble, that the Principals in this vice ſoon enliſt 
large troops of accomplices in their ſervice, by 


ſpreading among the noble and opulent youth 


their crimes, miſery, and deſpondency, unit- 


ing them in ſimilar views and affociations for 


the ſame deteſtable ends. In viewing the de- 
ſolation ſpread by ſuch men, in conſidering 
the baſe incitements with which they pre-occu- 
py the ingenuous hearts of the riſing genera- 


tion, and reconcile them to their trade and in- 
fektion, the watchfulneſs with which they ſe- 


le& their vidims and diſciples in the earlieſt 
ſtages of manhood, in beholding the riſing 
hopes of our country ſo blighted and blaſted, 


well may we ſay of our unhappy land“ In 


Rama there was a: voice heard, lamentation 
and weeping and great mourning ] Rachel 
weeping for her children, and would not be 


_ comforted becauſe they are not.” More wretch- 
ed ſtill than that diſconſolate mourner! Hap- 


pier they who wetp the death of their departed, 
than they who feel the parricidal wounds in- 
flied by their degenerate offspring 1 

It is only in ſuch ſchools that can be formed 
that true callouſneſs which can anticira: e all 


Woh 


0 OY the 


1 4» ] 
the e; of civil diſcord with the calweſt 
indifference, which having long dealt in pri- 
vate, can extend its efforts to national ruin 
and pillage. This tranfition is eaſy and natu- 
ral: ſuch in all ages have been thoſe by whom 
the peace of flouriſhing and free communities 
have been diſturbed, their properties invaded, 
and their liborties deſtroyed. Theſe are they 
who, under the maſk of patriotiſm, pant for 
civil eonvulſion and proſcription, for which 
the whole texture of their habits have previouſ- 
ly diſpoſed them. While therefore men of 
this deſcription abound, it is utterly impoſſi- 
ble that any State can be in permanent ſecuri- 
ty, it is impoſſible that thoſe principles of ſub- 
ordination, which are eſſential to the happi- 
neſs of Mankind, can be maintained while ma- 
ny in the higher orders are given to this deſ- 
tructive habit. Thoſe who wWIsH for anarchy 
and miſery, thoſe to whom public proſperity 
is a ſource of deſpair, and public confuſion 
an object of hope and exultation, act wiſely 
and conſiſtently enough when they encourage 
and promote this horrible contagion. The 
beggary, the degradation, the deſpair, the ma- 
lignancy of thoſe whom they aſſemble and aſ- 
ſociate, are their natural weapons, and render 
them fit inſtruments of their plunging and atro- 
cious projects. The young men into whoſe 


1 


intimacy they inſinuate themſelves, cannot be 

the organs of their purpoſes, till their habits 
are debaſed, their property pillaged, and their 

conſciences obliterated. This it is which has 
united ſo many among us, in the furtherance 

of thoſe abandoned principles of anarchy and 

ſedition, which are the natural conſequences 
of that maſs of vices, of bien ny" 1s the 
 corner-ſtone. 

This it is P bw Los many years pal 
been preparing the materials for that tremen- 
dous conflagration which threatens every na- 

tion in Europe, and has already overwhelmed 
the moſt flouriſhing, populous,” and civilized 
of its kingdoms, Of ruined gameſters we are told 
that the crew of Cataline was principally compo- 
Ted®; and recent obſervation, drawn from the 
beſt atteſted facts, will inform us, that amidſt all 
the unparelleled crimes which the miſerable Re- 
volution in France has produced, this has been in 
its turn the cauſe, and in its turn the effect, ofthem 
* To n pe te I eye ws eee 
1 yer > neſſes, 

This caliciconty appears Fel the invaluable account 
which Salluſt has tranſmitted to us of the Catalinarian con- 
ſpiracy, many parts of which unfortunately appear to be ra- 
ther a deſcription of preſent than a hiſtory of paſt events. 
* Quicunque impudicus, adulter, ganeo, AL EA manu, ven- 


tre bona patria laceraverat quique alienum æs grande con- 


flaverat—Hi Catalinæ Proms: Gliareſque erant.” De 
Bello Catalinario, 


1 1 


neſſes, was regularly brought the fruits of pub- 
lic confiſcation, cruelty, and proſcription, 
. Thoſe therefore who have the ſame views 
al deſigns, : whom no experience of the guilt 
and miſery: which ſuch principles have ſpread 
in that devoted land which gave them birth, 
thoſe who have ſteeled their breaſts to the 
groans, the anguiſh, and the deſtruction of 
their countrymen, act conformably to their 
views and character in prattifing and encou- 
_ raging that vice, which, above all others, af- 
liſts their predatory and ſanguinary projects. 
BUT it is moſt aſtoniſhing indeed, that thoſe 
who have a remaining intereſt in the welfare of 
_ their Country, who have humanity unextin- 
guiſhed, who have loyalty to their Prince in 
their hearts, and love of order and conſtituti- 
onal liberty yet unimpaired, ſhould not ſee 
and avow the abſolfite neceſſity of immediate- 
ly withdrawing from every avenue to this ac- 
curſed vice; and from thoſe aſſociations which 
in the full order of legiſlative and preceptive 
form teach the principles and arrange the prac- 
tice of it. Such ſhould be well aware, that 
while this peſtilence is in its vigour, neither 
the wiſeſt counſels can long protract, nor the 
moſt active exertions finally avert the evils 
which [threaten us. Here, therefore, ruin 
muſt be reſiſted— here only it can be reſiſted. 
1 Be- 
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Before the lower ranks of men can be brought 
back to that reſpect for their ſuperiors which 
can alone enſure peace and bappineſs both to 
high and low, they muſt ceaſe to render them- 
ſelves vile in the eyes of men by the degrada- 


tion, the beggary, and the meanneſs which 


the Gaming Table entails upon them. They 
muſt abandon their baſe companions and noc- 
turnal haunts, and return to the native munifi- 
cence and generoſity which in times of old en. 
deared them to the poor and needy, and were 


the firmeſt barrier of their property and privi- 


leges. Oh that the Great could but “in this 
their day of viſitation” hear the friendly voice 
of one, whoſe life and miniſtry have been uni- 


formly dedicated to promote thoſe principles 
of loyalty and ſubordination which it is the 


purpoſe of the enemies of this country to vilify 


and ſubvert! Oh that they could be aware 
how much, by their indulgencies in this favo- 


rite vice, they further the deſigns of thoſe 
whoſe malignant activity is evidently directed 


. to plunder, confiſcation, and anarchy ! 


But in none of the effects of Gaming is a 
more deadly wound inflicted, than by the ut- 


ter deſtruQtion of that principle of NATIONAL 


Religion, without which the whole ſtruQure 
of ſocial order diſſolves and periſnes. I know 
how fertile this age of innovation in which we 
8 OD live 


* 1 " 


live is of new opinions and ſoqitiments . upon 
the connection between Religion and Govern- 
ment: But whatever the pertneſs of paradox 
may object, the voice of the moſt venerable 
antiquity, both ſacred and profane, combines 
with the awful experience of recent and (triking 
events in aſſuring us, that when the chain 
which unites the creature to the Creator is bro- 
ken and interrupted, when Law is ſeparated 
from the SOURCE or Leis LAriox, then 
union is impoſſible, and diſſolution inevitable. 
Religion as it is the perfection of individuals, 
ſo is it the preſervation of communities. What- 
ever therefore counteracts its effects, and ob- 
ſtructs its progrels, ſtrikes at the very vitals of 
civil ſociety. But neither the ſophiſtry of in- 
fidelity, the refinements of luxury, or the lures 
of pleaſure, have contributed ſo much to 
wreſt all awe of God from the minds of men, 
as this ſingle vice of Gaming. I now ſpeak of 
ſocial Religion, beginning with families, and 
extending itſelf through various gradations to 
more comprehenſive aſſociations, till it embra- 
ces that moſt enlarged community, which may 
be denominated national or political. 

And firſt, what is it which has diſturbed 
bat beautiful appearance of family piety, 
which was of old the ornament of our Engliſh 
n and cooled part of its public cha- 
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rafter: when each morning and evening the 
maſter of a family aſſembled with a patriarchal 
and/primeval-dignity his children and dome. 
ties, to praiſe the Author of the abundant 
bleſſings ſhowered down upon them? How 


every relation and dependency derived reci- 


procal ſanctity and force! How this ſalutary 


practice contributed through the channels of 


private principle to augment the ſtock of pub- 
lic happineſs and ſecurity! But now inſtruc- 
tion and admonition are no more! Theſe pi- 
ous exerciſes are ſupplanted by the occupation | 


of Cards and Dice; in this occupation the 


nicaT frequently cloſes, © while numerous 


trains of domeſtics are abandoned to all the 


profaneneſs, debauchery, ' and corruption, 
which the ſtreets of a luxurious and profligate 


Metropolis exhibits Thus is God deſerted in 


the firſt inſtance. But who are they who 


break in upon his Sabbath, that laſt bulwark of 


decaying religion which ſtill remains? I too 


well know the looſe and licentious doctrines 


which have been diſſeminated with regard to 


the obſervance of this ſacred day, which God 


(by the firſt command given to Man) conſe- 


crated to his worſhip and the ” uninterrupted 


medtitation/on his word. I have heard with 
infinite pain, the ſtrict obſervation-of this day 


ken peculiar glory of the: PROTESTANT(RE- 


l | | a, 


Ia) 


_ 11610Ng/;that- duty in which the Engliſh 
church has been moſt eminent and exem- 
plary) cenſured as overſtrained and puritani- 
cal. I have heard all abſtinence from amuſe- 
ment repreſented as gloomy and melancholy, 
and opinions broached on this ſubject which 
would ſoon precipitate this nation into the ſame 
depth of Apoſtacy in which a neighbouring 

country is plunged. .. With ſuch, an indiffer- 
ence to the miſery of mankind, and to the ju- 
dicial diſpenſations of Almighty God, it is in 
vain to contend: But to thoſe who till feel 
for themſelves and others, I would with all ea- 
gerneſs ſuggeſt, that of all habits which with- 
draw Men from the public furtherance of Reli- 
gion on this day, Gaming is among the fore- 
moſt-—I would ſay, that, as to deſert the wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God for ſuch diverſions, is a 
mark of the moſt flagrant Apoſtacy: ſo any 

attempt to reconcile an attendance upon the 

one, with a practice of the other, is a moſt in- 


ſulting mockery of the commands of God. 


It is to ſap the foundations of all Religion in 
thoſe who are within the ſphere of your influ- 
ence; it is to devote thoſe. who among the 
lower ranks are corrupted by your example to 
the pangs and ignominy of an untimely death, 
which a violation of the Sabbath is well known 
in its conſequences ores down upon them. 

| e May 


LI 


| May Almighty God, by 'his preventing grace, 
bring it home to the hearts of all thoſe in the 
higher ranks, who careleſsly or contemptu- 
_ ouſly devote themſelves to this practice on the 
Sabbath, hom they will with, when their great 
account is to be given in the hour of death and 
che day of judgment, that they * e n- 
een of the blood of all men.” 
But the greateſt rniſchief this accurſed vice 
can effect is when any conſiderable portion of 
_ thoſe whole labours are dedicated to the ſacred 
Miniſtry ſhould ever be overcome by its con- 
tagion. Wich all the dignity, the power, the 
energy and efficacy of profeſſional charakter, 
the vice of Gaming is in every degree and in 
every mode utterly incompatible. To any of 
its encroachments the Catholic Church, thro' 
the Whole current of pure and primitive anti- 
quity, oppoſed a moſt dignified refiſtance': It 
turned wich an awful and averted front from 
thoſe of its degenerate children upon whom 
the flighteſt contamination reſted; it Prohibit- 
ed under the ſevereſt penalties! even the pre- 
ſence of its Miniſters at ſcenes where their vir- 
tue and fidelity were ſo deeply endangered. 
Neither has that ſound and eminent part of it, 
our Engliſh Church, which both in its doc- 
f trines and difcipline doth not want à irue Apol- 
©" e6lical ſeal” been backward in 18 an 
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To the large portion of pious and exemplary 
Eccleſiaſtics, who really love thoſe doQrines 
they teach, and the Maſter whom. they ſerve, 
1 I am convinced that God in his Scriptures, and 
S Chriſt in his Church, will not, cannot ſpeak in 
vain. At all times for Dice and Cards, even - 
were they of a nature which did not derogate 


. from the dignity of our high vocation and mi- 

f niſtry, we have, or ought to have very few in- 

q tervals. We have in the beſt ages much vice 
5 to reform, much calamity to comfort, much ig- 
egnorance to enlighten, much wilfulneſs to ſub- 

, due—but, O gracious God! in theſe times 

< how is the arduous taſk increaſed, how are 
f our beſt exertions called for - to recover from 
„ Atheiſm and Anarchy a periſhing and ſinking 
1 world, to counteratt thoſe ſeeds of revolt from 

t Cod, which have ſhaken the foundations of 
n civil ſociety, and deluged Europe with ſeas of 


n human blood how intenſe ſhould be our cha- 
_ WH rity, how fervent our aſpirations, how wake - 
ful our conduQ, how inceffant our prayers ! 


But I will leave it to the conſideration of eve- 
j. ry reflecting man, how by a perpetual devotion 
A of our time to cards and amuſements, we inter- 
N _ cept thoſe awful views of fin and calamity from 
1 ourſelves and others, which alone can give 
D energy to our labours. It becomes us to be 


Vell aware that our habits ſhould be formed, 


cc our 
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our hearts We our views enlarged, and 
our reſolution ſtrengthened, for all that we 
may be called upon to do, and all that Provi- 
dence may deſtine us to ſuffer, in ſupport of 
that faith we profeſs, and that Goſpel which 

we preach. . In particular, let not THESE $4- 
CRED RETREATS, the monuments of ancient 
piety and munificence, be degraded by a filly 
affeftation of faſhionable manners and faſhio- 
nable vices, and peculiarly of © that Sin which 
doth ſo ea ſily befet us.”—Prayer and medita- 
tion, ſtudy and retirement, charity and dignifi- 
ed hoſpitality, are equally excluded, by a con- 
ſtant round of cards and diſſipation. Oh may 
theſe ORNAMENTAL, theſe NOBLE, and when 
applied to their proper. ends theſe USEFUL in- 
ſtitutions, never be brought into diſrepute by 
the folly and fault of a few. Let me not ſeem 
In this © gs one that mocketh,” for I cannot but 

* think that every ſerious Miniſter of Chriſt muſt 
conſider this awful paſſage of St. Paul as exhi- 
biting a ſtrong analogy to the preſent circum- 
ſtances of himſelf and his brethren—** for 1 
think God hath ſet forth the Apoſtles laſt, as it 

= appointed to death. For we are made a 
ſpeflacle unto the World, and to Angels, and 
zo Men.” 1 muſt ſuggeſt, that to ſuch a ſitua- 
tion even the diſtraftion of the generality of 
amuſements j 1s ſufficiently, uncongenial a and in- 
ws decorous— 


* 
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gecorous much more the prevalence of ONE, 
which I firmly believe has contributed more in 


its conſequences and dependeneies to over- 


whelm the earth with confuſion and bloodſhed, 


than the united force of all the powers of Ht LL 
and DARKNESS. May the Miniſters of Chriſt, 


| with enlarged hearts, purified affeAtions, and 

humble penitence, meet all the high duties 
which the times impoſe, and face all thoſe dan- 
gers which they threaten-! May we either be 


thought worthy, as the Levitical Prieſthood, 


to * ſtand between the dead and the living, . 


* 


| and the plague be ceaſed ;” or if God ſhall, in 


his inſcrutable decrees, have thrown us on thoſe 
times when „the elements ſhall melt with fer- 


vent heat, the earth alſo and the works that 


are therein ſhall be burned up,” may we be 


able to poſſeſs our fouls in firm reſignation, 
and unſhaken hope, looking according unto 
his promiſe for © new heavens and anew earthy 


vheran dwrtleth ieh e 
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„„ CONCLUDE. 
- Happy: they who have eſcaped the polly. 
11 of the world by ſin in this important 


point! Happy they whom the powerful and 
controuling GRACE of God (without which all 


moral precepts are but a dead letter) has ar- | 


reſted in theſe courſes, convincing them of 
fte things appertaining unto their peace be- 
ore they are hid from their eyes for ever !” 


But thrice happy they whom elevation of 
rank, ſplendour of ſtation, and the poſſeſſion 
of extended property, have enabled to contri- 
bute a powerful and deciſive influence in 
checking this wretched career of guilt and woe! 
Who, in the ſervice of God and of Mankind, 
have diſcountenanced habits, and ſacrificed 
amuſements, apparently innocent, to this great, 
this glorious, this benevolent purpoſe ! THIS 
will give them unſpeakable conſolation and 
Joy at thoſe tremendous moments, when all 
earthly diſtinctions ſhall ceaſe, and all earthly 

leaſures are for ever paſſed and gone. They 

all ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 
"ad they that turn many to righteouſneſs as the 
ſtars for ever and ever,” 


FINIS, 


